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SINGLE SAMPLING PLAN FOR NORMAL INSPECTION, ANSI/ASQ STANDARD Z1.4-2003
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ANSI/ASQ Z1.4 (equivalent to ISO 2859-1) is the world’s most widely adopted acceptance
sampling standard by attributes. It is an AQL-based (Acceptable Quality Level) sampling system
used to randomly inspect raw materials, work-in-progress, and finished goods to determine
whether an entire lot meets a predetermined quality threshold.

In simple terms: you don’t need to inspect every single unit. By drawing a statistically
representative sample, you can infer the quality level of the entire lot with a known degree of
confidence. The standard’s predecessor was MIL-STD-105E, the U.S. military sampling standard.
When the Department of Defense discontinued MIL-STD-105E in 1995, ANSI/ASQ Z1.4 was
officially recommended as its replacement — and the two are substantively identical in their core

content.
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‘ = Use first sampling plan below the arrow. If sample size equals, or exceeds, lot or batch size, do 100% inspection.

4 = Use first sampling plan above the arrow.

ANSI/ASQ Z1.4 (1ISO 2859-1) is the most mature and widely applied acceptance sampling
standard in the world. Through scientifically designed sample sizes, flexible severity switching, and
a clear AQL framework, it helps global buyers control product quality risks at a reasonable cost.
For importers sourcing from China, understanding the core logic of this standard — defining AQL
in contracts, making accurate acceptance decisions during inspection, and maintaining leverage in
supplier negotiations — is not optional; it's fundamental.

Have specific questions about AQL sampling standards? Feel free to contact our technical team at

CNQ — we'’ve conducted thousands of AQL-based sampling inspections across virtually every
product category.

For any doubt, drop a message to CNQ at: info@cn-g.com

For sampling size, you can also download the “AQL Workload Estimated Calculator” tool from:
https://www.cn-q.com/download#brochure
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